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The News of the Central Lakes D

Work team plans repeat visit to Henderson Settlement

A work team from the United Meth-
odist Church in North Rose is planning
another visit to Henderson Settlement
in Frakes, Kentucky.

A group of 17 from the North Rose
went to Henderson Settlement, a divi-
sion of the Red Bird Missionary Con-
ference, for Work Camp in 2000. They
made repairs at the Settlement gym-
nasium, arranged books in the Settle-
ment library and trimmed Campbell
soup labels to be redeemed for needed
equipment.

The experience was so much fun
and so rewarding that they decided to
go again. This summer, early on Satur-
day, August 8, a team of about 25 will
load up the vans and head for south-
eastern Kentucky. They will stop at
the United Methodist Church in Wilm-
ington, Ohio for overnight and morn-
ing worship, then on to Frakes where a
noisy bunkhouse, great food and a life-
changing adventure await them.

Each team member is asked to con-
tribute about half of the cost of the
week, although no one is excluded be-
cause of inability to pay. The balance
comes from fundraisers and donations.
The congregation has been very sup-
portive of the activity and often sup-
port comes from outside the church.

This will be the eighth work team to
go to Henderson Settlement. Among its
members will be the seventeenth adult
and the fifty-fifth teenager to go out
from the North Rose Church on this
mission to help folks in a depressed

strict

area of Kentucky. Some of those sev-
enty-some people have gone only once.
Two will have made all eight trips.

Nate Phillips was only 13 when he
first went in 2005. Fred Durbin was
only 88 when he joined the first team
in 2000. The rest are somewhere be-
tween those extremes.

In that time, along with the first
year’s work on Settlement property,
ten homes have been repaired by North
Rose teams, and they plan to work on

two or three more this summer.

Although the primary purpose of
the teams is construction, there are
fun times with opportunities to mingle
with teams from other states and relax-
ation at the pool and gym in the eve-
nings, and quiet times when they get
together for meditation and reflection
on the day’s activities. It is important
to remember that while Nehemiah built
the walls, Ezra rebuilt the lives of the
people.

Pastor Dan Corretore, one of those
who have been on all eight teams, pre-
pares daily meditations on the biblical
theme chosen for the work camps each
year.

Each team has at least one or two
people with some basic experience
in building repairs, but the main re-
quirement is a desire to give a week
helping folks who are unable to help
themselves. As with most volunteer
activities, the rewards far exceed the
requirements.

Kids make a World of Difference with special project in the Seneca Falls UMC

It began with a book; a charming
story about a quilt-maker who made
beautiful quilts and gave them away
to poor and needy people, and her en-
counter with a greedy King.

Our Lenten focus is usually having
the children collect change for a chosen
mission project, but we were hesitant
to ask them to do that in these chal-
lenging times. So we asked them to
listen to the quilt-maker’s story, (The
Quiltmaker’s Gift, by Jeff Brumbeau)

and talk about ways they could give
of themselves to others. And a project
was born.

On the first Sunday of Lent, each
child was assigned to a volunteer quilt-
maker, who would begin to make them
a 9-patch memory quilt in their chosen
theme. We had requests for Disney
princess quilts, Spiderman, Kittens
in the Garden, Ballerina, Bears in the
Woods, Sports, and Kids Can Make
a World of Difference- themed quilt
Kits.

The kids, ages 4-12, went out to do
random acts of kindness in their world,
and reported their good deeds to
their quiltmaker, who added a square
for each good deed done. Older kids
earned quilts too, and gave them to our
very young children, so they would not
be left out.

The lists were impressive, and so
were the quilts. The children picked
up trash in the parks, raked lawns for

neighbors, took soup to homebound,
helped their classmates in school,
took toys to the House of Concern,
and helped around the house. What
the children have accomplished was
recently highlighted and quilts were
presented to 34 kids. That’s 306 acts
of kindness happening all around us.

Hopefully their quilt will remind them
of the need to reach out to others....

Another bonus in this venture: the
children got to know adults in the con-
gregation they would not have known
otherwise. This has been a most ex-
citing mission project. We’re learning
how to give ourselves away!




