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Small Group Facilitators training planned at Oswego First

When: June 20, 2009 - 9:00 a.m. to Noon; Light refreshments will
be served during breaks.

Where: First United Methodist Church of Oswego (Central Lakes
District) — Fellowship Hall. Free babysitting will be available.

Who: Anyone who wants to become a part of a small group study.
This is training on how to become a “facilitator.” No special knowl-
edge of the subject is needed. Anyone can facilitate a group. No one
will be “forced” to facilitate a group until they are ready. So take the
training even if you will not be able to be in a group immediately.
This is a great opportunity so don’t let it pass!

What: Training will cover topics of what it means to be a small
group facilitator, practicing a small group bible study, practicing mu-
tual support questions, how to handle group dynamics, what resourc-
es are available to use for small groups.

Why: Small Group Bible Study? Why Do | Need That? | Can
Study the Bible On My Own! Sound familiar? Maybe that’s even
what you’re thinking right now. And yes, you can study the Bible on
your own. In fact, you should! Personal Bible study is essential for
deepening your relationship with God. So why study with a group?
Rick Warren said it best in The Purpose Driven Life, “God didn’t
create you to be alone.”

Almost every church is looking for a way to encourage intimacy within the
congregation. Small groups offer a place to connect with other believers in fel-
lowship; to grow in our understanding of the Bible, as Jesus’ own small group of
disciples did; to meet the needs of others in your group in ministry; to become
equipped for evangelism; and to worship God through practicing godly behav-
ior.

Small group study will transform your life! It is a safe, peaceful, respect-
ful atmosphere where you can connect with other believers, making you part
of a family. And when you’re in a family you learn to love others, for better or
WOrse.

In time, you’ll come to see your small group as a safe place to go when you
hurt, as well as when you want to share exciting victories in your life. Stories of
help and healing abound in small group settings. The Bible says:

And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage
one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. (Hebrews
10:25 NLT)

Contact Rev. Tim, Sharon Vollmer, Carol Oxford or Brandi Norton for infor-
mation or fill out the registration form and send it to the FUMC office at 7111
State Route 104, Oswego, NY 13126 by June 5, 2009. Contact the office at 315-
343-6335 with questions.

Registration for Small Group Facilitators Training To Be Held at First United
Methodist Church in Oswego Due June 5, 2009 to FUMC of Oswego, 7111 State
Route 104, Oswego, NY 13126 - 315-343-6335
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YOU'RE NEVER TOO OLD TO ENJOY A TEA PARTY WITH TEDDY

BEARS - Georgianna Monson (age 92), a member of Mexico First United
Methodist Church, is surrounded by some of her favorite teddy bears.

Monson planned to attend the church’s Teddy Bear Tea on May 16

Mexico moves forward with Accessibility
Safety and Achievement project

by Sue Morton, Member of ASAP
Committee

Two of the four phases of the Ac-
cessibility Safety and Achievement
Project  (ASAP) are completed at
the First United Methodist Church in
Mexico.

The two completed projects are
the expanded parking lot behind the
church building and the construction
of a wheel chair ramp inside the build-
ing enabling better access into the Fel-
lowship Hall from the parking lot.

The next two major phases are a

handicap accessible restroom located
off the Fellowship Hall, and the instal-
lation of a small elevator to allow per-
sons of limited mobility access to all
three levels of the church.

The ASAP Committee has been
brainstorming fundraising ideas in the
hopes of raising the funds for the up-
coming two major projects. On Sat-
urday, May 16, they held a Teddy Bear
Tea in the church’s Fellowship Hall.
The Tea Committee worked hard plan-
ning and organizing the luncheon to be
colorful, fun, and entertaining.

Teddy bears were welcome.

C’zoss’zoacls District News

Golf tournament planned

The First United Methodist Church
of Minoa announces its “Champi-
ons FORE Christ” Sixth Annual Golf
Tournament, Saturday, June 20, 2009
at the scenic Poolsbrook Champion
Golf Course, Kirkville, NY.

“Spring has sprung! It’s that time
of year again and we are hard at work
to make this year’s “Champions FORE
Christ” Golf Tournament the best ever”
notes co-chairman Wayne Lucht.

The Golf Committee is recruiting
players and sponsors, gathering door
prizes and planning the Chicken BBQ
Dinner. The Tournament begins with a
9:00 a.m. shotgun start with an 18-hole
Captain & Crew format.

Beverages will be available on the

course via the popular “Thirst Cart”
and door prizes will be given for the
popular “putting contest”, closest to
the hole and overall tournament win-
ner. “This is a wonderful opportunity
to spend a Saturday at the beautiful
Poolsbrook Golf Course, enjoy a round
of golf with friends followed by a de-
licious chicken barbecue dinner, win
a prize or two and have a wonderful
time.”

All profits will go to support pro-
grams at the Minoa First United Meth-
odist Church.

The $60 entry fee (tax deductible)
includes 18 hole green fees, riding cart,
Chicken BBQ Dinner and prizes and

awards. continued page 15




