Connections: The Monthly Newspaper of the North Central New York Conference < June 2009 - Page 14

Caton United Methodist Church
members had an awesome week in
April doing a stay-at-home mission
week called Helping Hands — Helping
Others.

From April 13 to 18, a total of 65
people from ages 9 to 80 helped in a
variety of ways to show God’s love.
People arrived at 8 a.m., packed lunch-
es and gathered for devotions while
learning what it meant to be a servant.

After getting a job assignment, the
team picked up the tools needed and
left with their crew of three to eight
people depending on the job and skills
needed.

Some team members built a 48-foot
ramp, raked lawns, painted a kitchen
and living room, stripped four layers
of shingles off one side of a roof and
installed new sheathing and shingles.

Others repaired a roof on a trailer,
installed a new fence for an elderly
couple with a dog that can now go
outside and run, repaired and replace
spindles on a porch so the women can
allow the kids on the porch without
having to be outside with them every
minute, installed a new exterior door

Pennsylvania

by Sue Dunlap

Instead of just going to church on
Sunday, May 3, members of Penn-
sylvania Avenue United Methodist
Church in Pine City participated in a
day of community outreach and ser-
vice to be the church.

About 150 folks took part in “The
Church Has Left the Building: Faith In
Action Day.” Gathering in the morning
in the sanctuary for prayer and com-
missioning, young and old worked to-
gether on several different projects.

Some groups distributed bags of
cleaning supplies and paper products
to low-income housing projects. Sev-
eral visited the local senior housing
apartment complexes to spend an af-
ternoon providing homemade desserts
hot out of the oven, performing odd
jobs and cleaning tasks in residents’
apartments.

They also led a hymn sing-a-long
and presented various talent acts while
youngsters worked with the elderly to
make homemade greeting cards for the
military troops.

Several of our men offered to do au-
tomobile oil changes for folks on fixed
incomes. Those with gardening talents
weeded and spruced up a local human
services agency, planting pansies and
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Caton UMC hosts local mission week

and more.

Some team members prepared
meals, packaged frozen vegetables at
the Food Bank of the Southern Tier,
worked at the Pantry of Angels and put
together 31 health kits. They returned
about 4:30 p.m. and cleaned up, had
supper while talking about what was
done, the people they met and where
they had seen Jesus that day.

While serving their neighbors, they
also got to know those who attend the
church better, especially the youth.

“Even though | could have been
in Myrtle Beach laying in the sun and
getting a nice tan, it was nice to get to
know my church family a little bet-
ter while helping others with the few
things that | could do,” said Jessica
Teeter, a Caton UMC youth.

“l couldn’t believe the thanks that
came from the people we helped out.
One woman was near tears because we
painted some rooms in her house and
her shed and even walked her dogs. By
helping people out on a mission trip, |
forever became a part of their life, and
they will always remember our group’s

kindness,” she said.
“Not that vacations are a bad thing

“That’s why everyone should go on
a mission trip at some point in their

Mission team members at Caton United Methodist Church pause

for a photo. / Provided

or anything like that, but if | would
have been in Myrtle Beach, no one
would have been likely to remember
me after | left, and | certainly wouldn’t
have made a very large impact in many
people’s lives,” Teeter said.

lives because even if you are not the
most physically capable or knowledge-
able person in the world, you can make
a lasting impact on someone’s life, and
they will remember your kindness.”

Ave. UMC reaches out into community

spring flowers. Families worked to
clean local parks and playgrounds.

For those who were unable to go out
into the community, a couple of groups
stayed at the church to knit and cro-
chet prayer shawls and lap robes and
to make greeting cards for the home-
bound.

At the end of the day, the church
family gathered together to share a
soup-and-sandwich supper, followed
by a praise and worship service.

As testimonies and stories of the
day were shared, it was evident God
had been working in us and through
us. Our church experienced amazing
blessings as we put our faith into ac-
tion and lived out our mission state-
ment to “Love God ... Love People ...
Serve the World.”

All in all, it was a grand day of be-
ing the hands and feet of Jesus and
sharing God’s love with those beyond
our church walls, a day of blessing for
those who were served and for those
who served.

Sue Dunlap is church nurse and
pastor’s assistant at Pennsylvania Av-
enue United Methodist Church.

Youth from Pennsylvania Av-
enue United Methodist Church
help clean up several local
parks during a day of communi-
ty outreach and service. / Photo
provided

Cleaning supplies are delivered
to residents of a low-income
housing project. / Photo provid-
ed
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