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Non-golfers can choose to attend the 
dinner only for $17.  Additional spon-
sors are needed; sponsorship is $50 per 
hole with the sponsor’s business/name 

displayed at a tee box area. Entry dead-
line is June 8. Registration forms are 
available at the church or by e-mail to 
wlucht@gmail.com.

 “Funds raised from this event will 
go towards local programs like the Se-
nior Adult Ministry (SAM) and its new 
bus service for transporting seniors in 

the Bridgeport, Kirkville and Minoa 
areas. We appreciate your help in sup-
porting our tournament” commented 
Pastor Baums. 

Golf tournament continued from page 13

MOHAWK DISTRICT DAY WITH BISHOP MATTHEWS - Clergy and Laity from 
the Mohawk District gathered at the Clinton UMC on April 23 for a time of 
devotions and conversation with Bishop Marcus Matthews.  Bishop Mat-
thews shared with those attending part of his faith journey begun at Cum-
berland UMC in Florence, South Carolina.  He encouraged all to pray and 
read the Bible daily, be a connected church and to remember our number 
one purpose as a church is to make disciples and save souls.  Shown in 
the photo:  Rebecca Kohler, Associate District Lay Leader, Bishop Mar-
cus Matthews, Rev. Dr. Sung Ho Lee, Mohawk District Superintendent and 
Brian Ethington, District Lay Leader.

Special Mission projects highlighted at Laity Banquet

Special Mission Projects of the lo-
cal churches was the topic of the May 
3, 2009, Mohawk District Laity Ban-
quet. The District even participated in 

a mission project that evening by col-
lecting non-perishable food donations 
for a local food pantry.

Bob Elmer of Lairdsville United 

Methodist Church led the group in 
singing grace and wonderful praise 
music later on in the evening. Rev. Dr. 
Sung Ho Lee, District Superintendent 
offered devotions for the body of 181 
people gathered  in celebration of the 
ministry of the laity. After a delicious 
meal served by the gracious staff of 
Harts Hill Inn,  the group was treat-
ed to eight fine examples of various 
church ministries from around the dis-
trict as told by the eight speakers from 
those churches.

In addition, many more churches 
from the district submitted descrip-
tions of their ministries to be shared 
with the district. Mary Hartz of Stit-
tville United Methodist compiled the 
submitted ministry ideas in a booklet 
so all could be inspired by the great 
ministries going on throughout the 
district and perhaps gain new insights 
for future ministry projects.

Denise Cavanaugh, Interim Direc-
tor of Utica Eastside Mission, also 
spoke to the group and shared the story 
of an encounter with a little boy at the 
mission. She was busy with her work, 
you see, and they boy wanted to come 
in to the church,  though it wasn’t the 
right “time” for the after-school pro-
gram and, well, none of the people for 
the after-school program were there. 

The boy responded by saying,  “But 
YOU are here....” Denise felt like God 
was speaking to her, telling her that,  of 
course, the mission is about the people! 
She invited the boy in and he content-
edly read books for an hour while she 
did computer work. Denise supposed 
he would rather be at the Mission, even 
just reading by himself, than at home.

This is why the Utica Eastside Mis-
sion exists--to provide a haven for the 
children and people in the commu-
nity.

Another highlight of the evening 
was the display table. Five district 
ministry groups created informational 
displays to share with the lay people of 
the district to inform them and encour-
age them to be a part of wider minis-
tries. Those providing displays were:  
Folts Homes Inc., Mohawk District 
Older Adult Ministries Team, Mo-
hawk District Prison Ministries Team, 
Neighborhood Center Inc. and United 
Methodist Men.

As the group departed there was 
a sense of accomplishment, a glad-
ness of heart for what had been cele-
brated, an excitement about new ideas 
for ministry and a feeling of being in 
connection with our United Methodist 
brothers and sisters across the Mohawk 
District. (more photos pg. 16)

The United Methodist Men of the 
Mohawk District hosted their 5th An-
nual NCNY UMM Gathering at camp 
Aldersgate in Brantingham, New 
York.

Thirty-eight men came together at 
camp on the weekend of April 17 to 
19.  Keynote speaker, Rev. Aaron 
Bouwens of Cortland UMC,   led the 
men on a 3-day spiritual journey as 
they learned the importance of “walk-
ing with our God.”

The weekend kicked off with a 
scheduled work-Bee day on Thursday, 
April 16.  The men arrived around 
noon time and worked on the C-sec-
tion of the camp doing minor repairs, 
maintenance of grounds and painting 
of the inside of cabins C-1 and C-2.

The work continued on into Fri-
day and concluded at 4 p.m. Friday.   
Thanks to Dean Burdick and Dave 

Greer and others the first ever work-
Bee day was a success and will con-
tinue next year.

Friday night began with a Bible 
trivia game show skit featuring Mo-
ses, Noah and King Solomon as con-
testants. Game show host “WINK” 
Artletter hosted the skit.

Everyone attending enjoyed fun, 
food and fellowship as they engaged in 
group activities on Saturday morning.  
The prestigious pink pig award was 
given to the most creative, not neces-
sarily the most artistic, group.   There 
was plenty of live music throughout the 
weekend as the Aldersgate UMM gath-
ering featured “Jam @ the Gate” both 
Friday and Saturday nights beginning 
at 9 p.m. until ? Most men joined in 
with singing and worship as all made 
”a joyful noise!”

Saturday night the group was 

blessed by a concert by singer/ song-
writers Larry Hagan and Mike Desan-
tis, better known as “Moment Sun-
light.”  Midway through the concert a 
wooden plaque was dedicated to honor 
our UMM brother Jack Halstead. Jack 
was powerful man for the kingdom 
of God, and served as a conference 
UMM prayer advocate for many years. 
He was truly a man who “walked with 

God”  and will be missed. The plaque 
will hang in the C-lodge for all genera-
tions to see.

We all grew in Christ a little more 
as we took this spiritual journey and 
walked together with our God.  Addi-
tional pictures are available for view-
ing at the UMM Mohawk District 
website:   www.mohawkdistrictumm.
org

United Methodist Men enjoy activities, participate in work-Bee at Aldersgate
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